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THE LORD’S DAY. 


“The Sabbath was made for man.” Mark 2:27. 



HE Bible has been given us for our instruc- 


1 tion and learning in things divine; and 
there is perfect harmony in its teachings, both 
in the Old and New Testaments, as they are 
called. Yet some people think that the whole 
Christian religion must be found in the New 
Testament, as though that were different from 
the Old and opposed to it. This idea is falla¬ 
cious; both parts agree, but the New Testament 
is more advanced than the Old and contains a 
further revelation of God’s will to man, but 
not a revelation contrary to the Old. This may 
be well illustrated over the Sabbath question. 

It is generally admitted that for over four 
thousand years the seventh day, or Saturday, 
was the Sabbath of the Lord; but in many 
minds there is an idea that this was changed 
afier the resurrection to what they call the 
Christian Sabbath or Sunday. Now, I must 
confess that I fail to find any warrant in the 
New Testament for any such idea. There is no 
such phrase in the New Testament as “the 
Christian Sabbath.” Neither is there any such 
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phrase in the Bible as “the Jewish feabbath. 
The Sabbath belongs neither to the Jew nor to 
the Christian, but to God. i t is Jehovah s Sab¬ 
bath. Let us notice a few statements respect¬ 
ing the Sabbath in the New Testament: 

“In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week, came 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the 

sepulchre.”—Matt 28: 1. 

The gospel of Matthew, like the other gos~ 
pels, was written a considerable time after the 
resurrection of Jesus. Of course it must have 
been written afterwards, because it gives the ac¬ 
count of the resurrection and the account oi 
events which took place some time a f ter the res¬ 
urrection. Now the resurrection of Jesus is sup¬ 
posed by some to have altered the Sabbath from 
the seventh day of the week to the first. But 
this text proves that the Sabbath was not so al¬ 
tered. It proves that at the time Matthew wrote 
the seventh day was still regarded as the «. ab- 
bath by the Christians. For we may notice 
that Matthew shows the Sabbath must have 
ended before the first day of the week began. 
“And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magda¬ 
lene and Mary the mother of James, and Sa¬ 
lome, had bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint him. And very early in the 
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morning the first day of the week, they came 
unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 
Mark 16: 1, 2 proves the same thing, namely, 
that the Sabbath was ‘ past” when the Joi 
came. These texts are clear, and they show 
that the first Christians did not.regard Sunday, 
or the first day of the week as the Sabbath. 

Now. the Sabbath ended at sunset on Satur¬ 
day and began at sunset on Friday. It was ob- 
served from subset to sunset. “From e’veu Ulsto 
even shall ye celebrate your sabbaths. Lev. 23. 
32 So that the Sabbath ended at this time of 
the year—the passover-about 6 p. m., and we 
may notice that Matthew says it was in the 
end of the Sabbath” when Jesus rose itiat is 
a little before six o’clock on Saturday evening. 
The first day of the week would therefore com- 
mence about six o’clock on Saturday evening, 
as one dav commenced where the other ended. 
Perhaps the word “dawn’' has misled some to 
think that the incident referred to occurred on 
Sunday morning. But the word translated 
“dawn” in Matt. 28: 1 is the same word that is 
translated “drew on” in Luke 23:54. Here it 
could not possibly mean in the morning so the 
translators have put it properly,‘drew on. 

Now, if the text in Matthew had been so trans¬ 
lated it would read, “In the end of the Sabbath, 
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as the first day of the week began to draw on,'* 
and there would have been no mistake. This 
passage proves conclusively that Jesus did not 
rise on the first day of the week as is popularly 
supposed, but, as Matthew says, “in the end of 
the Sabbath.” But if we take the resurrection 
as occurring after six o’clock on Saturday after¬ 
noon we should take it out of the Sab¬ 
bath, whereas Matthew says the incidents rela¬ 
ted occurred fin” the Sabbath, but at the end, 
that is, just before sunset on Saturday. The 
proper understanding of this text takes away 
the last prop of those who say Sunday should 
be kept as a Sabbath because of the resurrection 
of Christ. '1'here is nothing to this effect in the 
New Testament, and we should be guided by 
the word of God rather than by the opinions of 
men, and the traditions of the church. 

The first man who passed a law for the ob¬ 
servance of Sunday was Constantine the Great, 
Emperor of Constantinople, and this was not 
until more than three hundred years after the 
birth of Christ. Now. all this goes to prove 
that the Sabbath was the same institution alter 
Christ’s resurrection as it was before And 
that there has been no change in the Sabbath 
law since its first institution. This is clear from 
the word of Christ in the sermon on the mount. 




He said, ‘‘Think not that I am come to destroy 
the Jaw or the prophets. I have not come to 
destroy but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you 
till heaven and earth pass one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law till all be fub 
filled.” Therefore since heaven and earth has 
not jet passed away, one jot or one tittle has not 
passed from the law. But the law said that the 
seventh day was ‘the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God.” Therefore the seventh day is the Sab^ 
bath of the Lord yet. ‘‘The Son of man is Lord 
of the Sabbath.” The Sabbath therefore is the 
Lord’s day, not Sunday. 

In Christ’s day he had to clear the Sabbath 
from traditional superstructures and additions 
which had been made to the law by the tradi¬ 
tion of the elders. But in our day we need to 
make it clear that while man was not made for 
the Sabbath, it was made for man. For man, 
not for Jews only, but for mankind generally. 
Let us therefore rest on that day, and thus to 
secure the blessing of th * Sabbath by acknow’l- 
edging Jehovah as the Creator of heaven and 
earth, and as the one Law-giver, whose will or 
law should Ire obeyed ‘‘on earth as it is in heav¬ 
en.” “For to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams.” And the 
apostle John says, “This is the love of God that 








We keep his commandments, and his command 4 
ments are not grievous.’* 


IF-A-IEOT SEOO^TID. 

Rev. 1: lO. 

There has been much discussion as to the 
meaning of this text, and much that 1 think is 
unnecessary. We should take the Sciiptures 
in their plain,literal, and grammatical sense, un¬ 
less a metaphorical sense is plainly intended. 
Some have thought that the apostle John means 
that he was transformed into the period of 
Christ s second coming when the great millen¬ 
nial'day arrives, and that he means to say he 
was by spirit present to witness the great wants 
of that period But such a meaning seems in¬ 
consistent with the context, and we might as 
well say that John was in the isle of Patmos in 
the same way. The evidence shows that John 
was speaking in the text of what he then saw 
and experienced. He “was in the isle that is 
called Patinos.” He was there because he had 
been preaching “the word of God, and the tes¬ 
timony of Jesus Christ.” While he was there 
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on a certain day, which he calls the Lord’s dav, 
he tell into a sort of trance, and by the power 
of the Spirit he saw things future. J his seems 
to me to be the simple meaning of the text. 
And if this be so, we have only to find out what 
he means by the “Lord’s day,” as the day when 
this vision was granted him. Here, again, there 
are conflicting opinions, some saying that John 
refers to one day of the week (the first) and 
some to another the seventh. 

Now, it is no good for us to put our own mean* 
ings in a text of scripture if we sincerely want 
to find out the meaning of God, and the teach¬ 
ing of the apostles. No; the only safe rule is 
to compare scripture with scripture, and so to 
expound one passage of scripture, that it shall 
not conflict with another This is a safe rule, 
is it not? Therefore let us proceed, according 
to this safe and simple rule; and we will find 
out (1) whether-there is a day of the week called 
the Lord s day, or claimed by the Lord as espe¬ 
cially his, and, (2), which day of the week this 
is. It is evident from John’s reference to the 
day that it was adav well known, a day claimed 
by the Lord, and that Christians knew this so 
well at that time that he did not feel the neces¬ 
sity of stating which day he meant. They knew 
and so may we, if we will search the Scriptures. 
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}\ e , d °u I l 0 , t . Deeda g reat man y scriptures to es¬ 
tablish this point. Two or three plain state¬ 
ments will be sufficient. 

Now, let us turn to Mark 2: 28: “The Son of 
man is Lord also of the Sabbath.” This is a 
text to the point; it mentions the Lord and it 
mentions ■flie day; and it is no use referring to 
texts that mention neither the Lord nor the day 
as some do when they refer to the first day of 
the week. Hete we are informed that the Son 

u * ha ' is > the Lo,d - is > “^d of the Sab- 

bath. If we turn to Mark 16: 1,2, we shall 
iind which day is the Sabbath, and which day 
was the Sabbath when Mark wrote his gospel 
long after the resurrection of Christ. Here is 
the evidence: “And when the Sabbath was 
past, . . . early in the morning, the first day of 
the week,” etc. 

Some think that the Sabbath was changed at 
the resurrection of Christ, but it does not ap¬ 
pear so from this text. Mark says the Sabbath 
was past before the first day of the week came. 
It is clear therefore that the last day of the week 
was the Sabbath when Mark wrote his gospel. 
So that from this one New Testament writer 
alone we learn two things, the two points we 
wanted to find out, namely, (1) which day it is 
the Lord claims to be hie, that which he is es- 
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pecially “Lord” over. Mark says “the Son of 
man is Lord of the Sabbath,” or rather he quotes 
Jesus as saying this. Next (2) Mark tells us that 
the Sabbath is not the first day of the week, 
for he says that the Sabbath was past before the 
first day of the week came. It is generally ac¬ 
knowledged by true and honest Christians that 
the last day of the •week, or the seventh day, is 
the Sabbath. Roman Catholics unhesitantly 
acknowledge it in their enforcement of tradition 
in addition to the holy Scriptures. 

They say, “If we consult the Bible only, withr 
out tradition, we ought still to keep holy the 
Saturday with the Jews, instead of Sunday, and 
refrain from things strangled, and from blood. 
Acts 15: 20. Moreover, we ought, with the Ana¬ 
baptists, to let little children, who are incapa¬ 
ble of being instructed, die without baptism; 
since Christ has commanded his apostles first to 
teach, and then to baptize.”—Matthew 28: 19.— 
Fander's Catechism. 

As previously stated in a foma^address the 
first man that passed a law fQrjc.be observance of 
Sunday was Constantjne y t-he Great, Emperor of 
Constantinople, abo4t)'800 a. no^man 

can deny that the pundaK,,sabba(h re^ts aldne' 
upon the authority ^of thd IrsfflntlcW* JdLflJe 
man Catholic Church! SB'HfJ^AfcY 




YOB: 
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The seventh day therefore must be the Lord’s 
day. The first day of the week is never men¬ 
tioned in the New Testament as the Lord’s day, 
or as a sacred day; it is simply referred to by 
its numeral, “the first day.” And history 
shows also that the first day of the week was 
never called the Lord’s day for three hundred 
years after Christ, Christian missionary work 
can never properly perform its God-appointed 
function, and particularly among nations of 
men—such as rhe Jews, Mahommedans, etc., 
while the word of God as regards the true Sab¬ 
bath is set aside for the man-made sabbath 
which has been ordained by false tradition. 

May the following confession of a Ceylon evan¬ 
gelist, named F. Wells Jansz, Editor of the Cey¬ 
lon Evangelist, and printed in the September 
issue of his paper, prove a telling example to 
Christendom:— 

The Sabbath question has exercised our mind for 
several years, but the opportunity for coming to a 
final decision was only afforded at our recent visit to 
Calcutta, where we had the privilege of having sweet 
communion together with some of the brethren and 
sisters who keep the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus, and who are now engaged in preach¬ 
ing the entire message of the gospel to the deluded 
and priest-ridden nations of India, Conscientious of 
responsibility to our day and generation and con- 
strained by the grace of God who willeth and work- 
ethinus of his good pleasure, we feel it our duty, 
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along with other lo-ng-forgotten and despised but vi¬ 
tal doctrines of Christianity, to proclaim the truth on 
the Sabbath question as well for the benefit of those 
who are appointed heirs of salvation. We render 
grateful and heart-felt thanks to God, the Father of 
all light for bringing us to a further knowledge of 
hi? truth—a truth which is necessary and required to 
be observed by all those living in the last nays. 

It is not our intention to ask our readers to be sat¬ 
isfied with a mere statement that Sunday observance 
is unscriptural. or that it is obligatory on all Chris¬ 
tians to keep the seventh day of the week as God s 
appointed rest day—a day to remember him and. all 
his works. Our object being to lead all others into 
the truth, we shall give from time to time, our reasons 
and also our authority for holding to the seventh-day 
Sabbath. The conclusion we have now reached is the 
result of over five years of patient, thoughtful, hon¬ 
est, and prayerful investigation, during which time 
we have had written and oral arguments with scores 
of brethren on both sides, who have made the Sab¬ 
bath question a life study. Like all errors which to¬ 
day are sapping the life-blood of Christianity, the ob¬ 
servance of Sunday as the Sabbath day, is a pagan 
innovation which has fostered and later on introduced 
into the Christian canon by the Roman Church. In 
fact, the Roman Catholics boastfully claim to-day the 
honor of having changed the Sabbath from Saturday 
to Sunday! In our future issues we shall (D. v ) fully 
enter into the history of the Sunday question and 
prove the truth of the seventh-day. Sabbath by ref¬ 
erence to the “law and to the testimony, for if we 
speak not according to that word, it is because there 
is no truth in us. 


But we will refer to one or two other passages 
of the Bible. We will take Isaiah who has been 
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called the evangelical prophet- Isa. 58: 13, “If 
thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honor¬ 
able; and shalt honor him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speak¬ 
ing thine own words.” 

I leave you to read the next verse of this chap¬ 
ter for yourselves; it is the last verse and I trust 
it will cause those who read to eternal profit 
In the text quoted the Lord calls the Sabbath 
“My holy day.” The Sabbath therefore is the 
Lord’s day, and if you will allow the Lord to 
speak for himself you will find (Exod. 20: 3-11) 
that the Lord defines exactly which day the 
Sabbath is, namely, the seventh. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work; 
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, 
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gales. For in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it.” 
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Here, then, we have distinct and positive 
statements that the‘-seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lora thy God.” It was therefore this 
holy day that the Apostle John remembered in 
the lonely isle of Patmos; and God honored him 
while so remembering it by giving him secret 
and a wonderful vision in which he saw great and 
future events connected with the second coming 
of the Lord. We ought therefore to remember 
the day also—to remember that the Sabbath 
day is the Lord s day; it is not ours. He claims 
and demands that we must rest and cease from 
our worldly toils and honor him. And he prom¬ 
ises any man, whether he be Jew or Gentile 
who honors him in this way that he will please 
him. See Isaiah 66; 1—7: “Blessed is the man 
(not blessed is the Jew] that doeth this.” “Also 
the sons of the stranger.” “Everv one thaf 
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it.” “Even 
them will I bring to my holy mountain.” 

May we be amongst the number who will re- 
ce J7 e thls great honor and blessing. 
f * f «*<>« turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day and 
cal! the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honorable; and shalt honor him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own nleasure. 
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nor speaking thine own words; then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause 
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth 
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it.”—Isa. 58: 13, 14. 

Once more the Sabbath dawns.the day of rest, 

Let all creation join without demur. 

In keeping holy this sweet day, once blest. 

By One too good to be unkind, too wise to err. 

Most glorious Sabbath morn, God’s holy day 
So still and calm, as if entranced and charmed 
It even seems that nature takes her rest [command. 
And deems not lightly keeping this, God’s fourth 

Thrice blest each Sabbath dawns, tells fresh that tale • 

Of love, of duty, and of sure reward 

To those who strive with heart, and soul and zest: 

And keep their Sabbath holy, to their Maker, God. 


The Two Prodigals. 

No pen or power of human art 
Can picture ‘‘penitence of heart” 
Nor even could a Kaphael paint 
A sinner changed into a saint; 

But here two penitents shall rise 
From Holy Writ before our eyes. 

God’s book alone can truly state 
How many a wand’rer—desolate— 
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Has heard with joy, thro’ tear-dimmed eyes, 
The words of Christ—“1 will arise;” 

A Father’s love asserts its spell 
And joyous hosts God’s praises tell. 

The parables of Christ afford 
The highest note, the softest chord: 

And sweet the Episodes are found 
Within the gospel pages bound; 

Turn back the leaves, and there behold, 

A prodigal of Israel’s fold. 

God spurneth all that man calls great; 

He contemplates the desolate. 

The poor from whom their fellows turn, 

The lowly ones he doth discern. 

The child of grief, the weak, the sad— 

He soothes their sorrows—makes them glad- 

The Chronicles historic vein 

bhews how the Christ from Abraham came. 

These ‘’memoirs of the olden times” 

Are echoed in the gospel chimes. 

So turn we now unto their page 
And view a scene from by-gone age. 

Manasseh—child of kingly state— 

Might once have oeen a monarch great; 

But good and moral training hush’d 
His state was humbled to the dust; 

And so instead of monarch brave 
Sin led him captive, and a slave. 

And yet at times, within his soul. 

He looked towards a better goal: 

And even in his mind evolved 
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High purposes: and good resolved" 

And sometimes felt within his breast 
A good desire for right and rest. 

i m r face - so Pure, and kind 
Tr°^J lf vi J i nd u Sllape witf iin his mind-’ 
hear . d T the voice so mild 
(bhe was the good Isaiah’s child-) 

A tear escaped his downcast eye, 

A prayer stole up to God on high. 

Then oft a battle strong took place 

Ghtfnfl- evil - faee to face. 

Such conflicts few can comprehend 

?w S1 f*. was con i |U e r ’d in the end! 

£^ f t 0 ^ 0 l ed ’ at len sth God’s grace 
Found in his heart a resting place. 

S, e ii?-Ma ( l his / ire—t , he righteous King- 
In childhood—ere he knew of sin— 

King Hezekiah_Judah’s line, 

i nn2 e ii ved fr ? m God a wondrous sign: 

The elements were moved perforce 

The sun went backward in his course! 

fn U M2?A^ nasseh backward turned 
t&5i?22?k s a K m > s his children burn’d 
^cds men were slain. 

5 b 1 !d good Isaiah saw in twain, 
with blood Jerusalem was strewed. 

And terror reigned, and mischief brewed 

rru ma , de the people err far more 

those destroy’d by God of yore: 
Judah s king a message got 
Which came from God—tho’ heeded not. 
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Until afflicted pore, in pain , 

And then ne found his idols vain! 

Though Hezeldah bequeathed his heir 
So much; the beautiful, the rare,— 

He could not change his evil heart 
Nor could he heavenly grace impart. 

Such fruits unto repentance meet 
Are found but at the mercy seat. 

Manasseh was allowed to slip 
Beneath Assyria’s awful grip: 

Degraded, mangled, bleeding, torn, 

In chains, to Babylon was borne; 
Imprisoned, stripped of all, brought low. 
He suffered tortures, anguish-woe. 

Within a dungeon—robbed of sight— 
Manasseh saw “the better light, 

And through afflictions chastening rod 
He found repentance!—pray’d to God! 
Through faith he now—by feeling saw 
The rigteousness of God’s great law! 

And was it not a wond’rous thing 
“Miraculous” we well may own. 

That this misguided captive king 
Was reinstated, in his throne? 

Thus proving prayer to God is heard 
For those who listen to God’s word. 
***** 

In King Manasseh’s life—the key— 

The object lesson,—or the plan,— 

Is that Jehovah’s ways we see, 

Are not the ways of mortal man. 

For if on human mercy toss’d 
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The king Manasseh had been lost! 

If living now in ninety-eight 

The hangsman soon would seal his fate! 

* * * * * 

TVhat man can boast—but boasts in vain. 

For all have sinned beneath the skies! 

Yet bear aloft o’er all earth’s plane 
Hopes flag, that all—through faith—may rise. 
Through God’s most holy Writ we trace 
Immortal life—in Christ—by grace! 
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